William O. Lessard
F-10S5 History

18-Apr-66 5176

The 6441 TFW selected the pilots for the squadron that became the 34 TFS to deploy to Korat.
Most would come from the 36 TFS; consequently, the 36 TFS was slated to disband.

Bob Pielin from the 36 TFS, who had already flown 87 combat missions during temporary duty
tours to Korat and Takhli, remembered how he helped select the pilots for the new squadron. "Fitz
[Maj Richard P. Fitzgerald, the squadron's Operations Officer] and | initially made out a list of 25
pilots from the Wing resources to go as 34th members. The list was bounced back from HHQ as
being too overloaded in pilots with over 50 missions. They recommended 6 guys in the 0 to 20
mission category, 6 in the 21 to 40, 6 in the 41 to 60, 6 in the 61 to 80, and anyone with over 80 to
go TDY."

This distribution was to spread out their eventual departures from Korat as each pilot completed his
100-mission tour. Capt Pielin and Maj Fitzgerald reworked the list "... with some pronounced
disapproval from those that were removed from the [original]. ... A 1.5 aircrew/aircraft ratio was
authorized for 27 pilots plus Commander and Operations Officer. ... Bob Jones [Capt Robert H.
Jones] was removed from the first list since he had his papers in to be discharged. When he found
out about the 34th going PCS to Korat, he volunteered to go with [them] and get 100 missions
before he got out. Red Dog [Lt Col Howard F. 'Red Dog' Hendricks the squadron commander]
worked a 'deal', and he went TDY." (Bob Pielin e-mails, 23 Sep 2006 and 7 April 2007.)

The following list contains the positions and names of the initial twenty-nine pilots assigned to the
34 TFS. This is the revised list after Capt Pielin and Maj Fitzgerald reworked their original to
provide a broader base of experience. One of the pilots, Gordon Walcott, annotated his copy of the
printed list, dated 18 April 1966, with this comment: "This was the original 34th TFS crew roster
when formed as an all-volunteer squadron from the 35 TFS, 36 TFS, and 80 TFS (Yokota AB,
Japan)"

Commander - Lt Col Howard F. "Red Dog" Hendricks who had been commander of the 36 TFS.
Operations Officer - Maj Richard P. Fitzgerald

India Flight Lima Flight

Flight Commander - Maj Wayne N. Whatley Flight Commander - Capt James E. Hayes
Capt Robin K. Nierste Capt Merrill R. Lewis, Jr.

Capt James I. Miholick Capt Gordon M. Walcott

Capt Douglas G. Lauck Capt Stanley S. Gunnersen

Capt Robert H. Jones 1Lt John Bernard Sullivan Il

Capt Robert R. Reed

Juliet Flight Metro Flight

Flight Commander - Maj Kenneth T. Blank Flight Commander - Capt Robert D. Pielin
Capt Carl L. Hamby Capt Alan K. Rutherford

Capt Thomas H. Curtis Capt Ralph D. Watkins

Capt David H. Groark Capt Wayne D. Hauth

1Lt Phillip J. Kelley Capt Rainford "Ray" McMaster Tiffin - 80 TFS
Kilo Flight

Flight Commander - Maj Jack R. Stresing
Capt William O. Lessard

Capt John R. Layman

Capt Rex L. Dull

Capt Clarence E. Fox

1Lt Denis D. O'Donoghue

E-mail from Monty Pharmer, 22 Sep 2006 forwarding letter to him from Lt Col (Ret) Gordon Walcott dated, 29
July 1988, which included a roster of 36 TFS pilots, dated 18 April 1966.
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30-Nov-66 5153

Six pilots assigned to the 34 TFS at Korat completed flying 100 missions during November 1966.
They were:

Capt Ralph D. Watkins

Maj Kenneth T. Blank

Capt William O. Lessard

Capt Robin K. Nierste

Capt Eddward L. Jones - On TDY from the 67 TFS
Capt Duane H. Zieg - On TDY from the 67 TFS

Capt Lessard flew the F-105 for the last time around 15 November 1966. Since his first flight on 1
March 1965, he had accumulated 341 hours in the Thunderchief.

Capt Jones' remained at Kadena until January 1967. He last flew the F-105 in February 1967 and
had accumulated 905.8 hours in the airplane. His next assignment was with the 4532nd CCTS,
England AFB, LA until May 1968. From "... May 68 to Jun 70 he was with the 327th Air Division
Taipei Air Station, and Jun 70 to Nov 72 he was with the 427th Sp Op Trng Sq (TAC) at England
AFB."

34 TFS web site on 2 April 2007 at http://s88204154.onlinehome.us. 34tfs/scarf.htm & Dave Jones e-mail 4
Jan 2013 & F-105 Pilot Flying Hour report dated 18 Nov 85 provided by the USAF Safety Center to Bauke Jan
Douma.
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